
BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report of:  Cllr Paul Claussen, Deputy Leader / Executive Member for Economic 

Development and Growth   
 
To: Cabinet, 21st November 2022 
Author: Andrew Holdsworth, Assistant Director for Economy & Growth 
 
Subject:  Rural England Prosperity Fund 
 
Purpose: To seek approval of Cabinet to take the steps necessary to submit an 

investment plan for Rural England Prosperity Funding. 
 

 
Recommendation(s):  
 
1) That Cabinet agrees to accept all of the Rural England Prosperity Funding (REPF) available 

to Breckland District Council, and delegates to the Assistant Director for Economy & Growth 
in consultation with the Deputy Leader the operation of the Fund. 
 

2) That Cabinet approves the outline approach set out in this report for completing Breckland’s 
addendum to its UK Shared Prosperity (UKSPF) Investment Plan, noting that detailed project 
proposals will be brought forward in due course. 

 

 
1.0  BACKGROUND 
 
1.1  The Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) is a stream of funding that Breckland has 

access to, which is designed to enable the Levelling Up Agenda and complement the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF). The specific focus of this additional funding is to help 
address the specific challenges faced by rural areas. 

 
1.2   Breckland’s allocation is £1,041,797; split 25% 2023/24 and 75% 24/25. The funding is 

100% capital, with no resource for fund management or delivery. This funding is designed 
to support two key priorities of ‘Supporting Local Business’ and ‘Community & Place’. The 
Council can choose how the money is spent, based on its own priorities, but are advised 
to work within the framework of interventions set out by the government. The full list of 
interventions is set out in Appendix B. Activity must be delivered in a ‘rural area’. 
However, as defined, this means any areas with less than 30,000 in one settlement. In 
Breckland’s case, this is the entire District. 

 
1.3  To receive the funding, we are required to upload an addendum to our previously 

submitted UKSPF Investment Plan, with high-level information setting out: the 
interventions we are focussing on, indicative spend, and the outputs / outcomes that we 
aim to deliver. This is based on pre-set objectives, outputs and outcomes that have been 
developed by Government to direct the funding. As with UKSPF, there is flexibility with the 
Investment Plan, and it can be amended if Breckland’s priorities change over the funding 
period. 

 
1.4   All local authorities will be asked to report data back on the REPF, to ensure that 

allocations are being spent to agreed timescales and milestones, as well as updates 
against the expected outputs and outcomes. As with the UKSPF, there will be a formal 
reporting request every six months, with qualitative updates on a more frequent basis also 
required. 

 



1.5   We expect feedback on our Investment Plan ahead of the 2023/24 financial year, in time 
to develop the detailed proposals as required.  

 
 

2.0       PROPOSED INVESTMENT APPROACH 
 

2.1 As set out above, the guidance from DEFRA and DLUHC requires that the Council outlines 
the broad approach to REPF, but not the full details. On that basis, it is proposed that the 
Council initially develops its investment solutions around several of the available areas set 
out by the DEFRA guidance:  
 

 Capital grant funding for small scale investment in micro and small enterprises in rural 
areas 

 Capital grant funding for growing the local social economy and supporting innovation 

 Capital grant funding for developing and promoting the visitor economy 

 Capital grant funding for the creation and improvements to local rural green spaces 

 Capital grant funding for local arts, cultural, heritage and creative activities. 

 Capital grant funding for active travel enhancements in the local area. 
 

2.2 These would be developed into a series of inter-linked projects, with a particular focus on 
projects that can demonstrate that they: 
 

 Create a benefit which is felt by the breadth of Breckland residents, businesses, and 
visitors. 

 Enable and leverage investment from other partners, to create a significantly greater 
scale of impact. 

 Create tangible legacy assets which will be accessible to residents, businesses, and 
visitors in the long-term. 

 Provide support to rural businesses to diversify and grow, whilst supporting key District 
priorities around the environment and sustainability. 
 

2.3 Specifically, it is intended to bring forward a series of active travel, walking and cycling 
solutions to help better connect communities, support the visitor economy, and support 
zero carbon transport options. These would be linked to improvements to the public realm, 
public amenities and local arts and cultural offers. These would be further linked to support 
for rural businesses to diversify, including around the development of positive new habitats 
to support both recreation and sustainability. Throughout all of the above, grant funding 
would enable both community, voluntary and business groups to innovate and adapt to 
meet future needs.   
 

2.4 The development of detailed business cases and solutions around these investment 
priorities would be developed via the Deputy Leader in consultation with relevant Ward and 
Portfolio Members and reported to Cabinet in due course. 
 

2.5 As set out in section 1.3, the guidance enables the Council to adjust plans based on needs 
and priorities closer to the time. Given that there is a significant amount of time between 
now and the delivery of the biggest tranche of funding, and that both the affordability of 
projects, and the local need picture may change significantly over the next 12-months, it is 
anticipated the Council may need to review its approach on an ongoing basis. 
 
 
 
 

 



3.0        OPTIONS 
 
3.1       Option 1 – To approve the recommendations, accept the funding and follow the outline 

approach set out in section 2.   
 
3.2       Option 2 – To seek a different investment approach to the one proposed 
 
3.3       Option 3 – Do nothing.  As a result, Breckland will be unable to finalise and submit the 

necessary information before the deadline. 
 
4.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
4.1  Accepting the investment will enable significant benefit to be delivered for people, 

businesses, and visitors to Breckland.  
 
4.2 The proposed investment approach blends flexibility with practical focus and enables 

specific interventions to be developed around defined priority areas for the Council through 
its Thriving Places and Inspiring Communities programmes – and builds upon the 
investment activities highlighted via the Future Breckland Programme. As such it is 
evidence led and enables benefit to be felt across the District.  

  
 
 
5.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS 
 
5.1       The Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) will fund several projects and schemes that will 

benefit Breckland’s residents and businesses and help to tackle some of the District’s rural 
challenges. As such the people and businesses of Breckland could expect to be able to 
benefit from the following types of outputs and outcomes (taken from the framework 
available): 

 
 Jobs created 
 Jobs safeguarded 
 Number of farm businesses supported 
 Number of farm diversification projects supported 
 Amount of public realm created or improved 
 Number of facilities supported or created 
 Increased footfall 
 Increased visitor numbers 
 Increased use of cycleways or paths 
 Improved perception of facilities or amenities 
 Improved perception of events 
 Amount of new or improved cycleways or paths 

 
6.0 IMPLICATIONS 
 
 In preparing this report, the report author has considered the likely implications of the 
 decision - particularly in terms of Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues; 
 Constitutional & Legal; Contracts; Corporate Priorities; Crime & Disorder; Data Protection; 
 Equality & Diversity/Human Rights; Financial; Health & Wellbeing; Reputation; Risk 
 Management;  Safeguarding; Staffing; Stakeholders/Consultation/Timescales; Other. 
 Where the report author considers that there may be implications under one or more of 
 these headings, these are identified below. 
 



6.1        Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues - As with the UKSPF, the intention of a 
number of the interventions is to see improvements regarding environmental issues, and a 
decrease in carbon emissions across the District. 

  
6.2 Corporate Priorities - As REPF funding can be used to achieve outcomes under the two 

broad headings, Breckland will deliver interventions that support several corporate 
priorities. These will include but are not limited to; To support our five town centres in 
becoming better places and highlight their unique offering as destinations to local shoppers 
and visitors; and to support local businesses through continued collaboration and further 
proactive engagement. 

 
 
6.3 Equality and Diversity / Human Rights - There are no direct adverse equalities 

implications associated with this report. Equalities implications will be considered for all 
REPF funded activity. 

 
6.4 Financial - All costs to the programme will be contained within the funding allocated by 

DLUHC. The Council will, however, be responsible for associated staff resources (see 6.6) 
 
6.5 Risk Management - Risk management will be ensured through the Council’s Risk 

Management approach, and the Programme will be assured through the Council’s Board 
structure 

 
6.6 Staffing - Under current guidance any direct delivery, and all administration and monitoring 

and evaluation must be met by the Councils existing resources. There is no funding through 
REPF to meet these costs, it is 100% capital. The Council is ready and able to meet these 
via existing teams if required, and part of the detailed business plans for individual activity 
will require resources to be identified accordingly. However, representations are being 
made across the sector to seek some funding support to enable the delivery of the fund. 

  
 
7.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED 
 
7.1 All wards have the potential to benefit from REPF 
 
8.0 ACRONYMS  
 
7.1  The acronyms used in this report are as follows: 

a. REPF – Rural England Prosperity Fund 
b. UKSPF – UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
c. DLUHC – Department for Levelling Up, Homes & Communities 
d. DEFRA – Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

 

Background papers:-  

 
Lead Contact Officer 
Andrew Holdsworth, Assistant Director, Economy & Growth 
andrew.holdsworth@breckland.gov.uk 
 
Key Decision: Yes  
 
Exempt Decision: No  
 
This report refers to a Mandatory Service 

mailto:andrew.holdsworth@breckland.gov.uk


 
Appendices attached to this report:   
Appendix A REPF Prospectus – see 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-england-prosperity-
fund-prospectus/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus 

Appendix B REPF List of interventions – see 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/1101590/Rural_England_Prosperity_Fu
nd_interventions__objectives__outputs_and_outcomes_list.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1101590/Rural_England_Prosperity_Fund_interventions__objectives__outputs_and_outcomes_list.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1101590/Rural_England_Prosperity_Fund_interventions__objectives__outputs_and_outcomes_list.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1101590/Rural_England_Prosperity_Fund_interventions__objectives__outputs_and_outcomes_list.pdf

